Supporting and encouraging reading 

Handout produced in conjunction with the Understanding Reluctant Readers talk

Dr Andrew Littlejohn

In the initial stages of learning English and reading, ELT readers or other ‘accessible’ texts can form a very valuable role in two main areas:

· Socio-emotional relationship with reading: a positive disposition towards reading, in which reading is experienced as a satisfying activity, and a positive motivation-achievement relationship in which achievement in reading stimulates motivation to read more.

· Development of cognitive skills with text: through appropriate stages, cultivate the development of schemas of reading texts, prediction, use of context, varieties in text types, etc.

Important! The ideas listed below may or may not be appropriate to a particular context, depending on the nature of the students, resources available, purposes in learning etc.  However, it is hoped that they will stimulate ways of thinking about how the two vital aspects of reading – the socio-emotional and the cognitive aspects – need to be supported and stimulated. 

These ideas relate principally to the use of fiction and non-fiction readers and other accessible texts but can be adapted for use with magazine articles, newspapers, etc.

1The socio-emotional aspect

Make it interesting.

Sell reading.  Think of it as a product that you have to promote and sell.   

· Changing book displays. “Book of the week’’.   An attractive display that attracts the students’ attention, with questions that can be answered by reading the book.  Students can also make the display of favourite/enjoyed texts.
· Read part of a story aloud:   Read it with effect and atmosphere.  Stimulate a desire to find out and read on.

· Posters: make large photocopies from the story/text.  “Do you want to know more?  Read this book!”

· Present in class a number of books.  Non-fiction:  Did you know…..?   Fiction: This is an exciting story about….    and this is about….

· Make suggestions about what to read.  If you enjoy… try this..

· In a display of books, provide a short description with each book (in Mother Tongue/simple English as appropriate).

Value it

Make reading significant 

· Spend class time on reading.  Spend class time on talking about reading.

· Ask: What have you read this week?  Tell us about it.

· Listen to what they have to say about a book – show interest.

· Encourage them to encourage others to read a book. 

· Provide opportunities to contribute what they have read.
· Have a weekly reading focus about which students share information/experiences of what they have read during the week. This could be on type of publication: e.g. a week on what they have read in magazines, or in newspapers, or in non-fiction, or in fiction and so on.  Or it could be in topic area – sports, animals, science, etc. 

· Make a reviews/suggestions poster, or short review cards to attach to a book. Include “People who liked this book also liked…..” (see Amazon.com for ideas on how this can be done).

· Keep an individual readers log which shows achievement.

· In small groups, discuss reading.  Make reading itself a topic of discussion. Talk about what they have read, what they are reading now, and what they will read next week.  Emphasise a past, a present and a future in their reading.

Make it rewarding.

Using a selection of readers (e.g. 5 different titles per group)

· Cover the titles, but provide the titles on a worksheet.  Students guess the titles by looking at cover picture (in groups).

· Cover the book covers, but provide the titles on a worksheet.  Students guess title by looking at content of the book (in groups), maybe 5 books per group

· Play or read an extract from some books. Pupils guess which book they come from.

· Provide the first line(s) and the last line(s) of each story on separate pieces of paper.   Students invent a story which has that beginning and end.   Then they read to compare with their story.

Using a single reader.

Be careful about making reading a chore by plodding through a single text.  Encourage students to frequently change their book, read something new, even if they haven’t finished.  Don’t insist on a book they aren’t enjoying.

· Before they read, give the students some key words from the story/text. They have to decide what they think the book says.  They read to check their ideas.

· Before they read, photocopy any pictures from the book. The students can sequence them and invent an outline story/probable information.

· Before they read, make role cards for the characters in the story (pictures and a few words). Describe a situation.  Students role play using their imagination.

· If worksheets are available, encourage students to read X number of books, but require only Z number of worksheets.  Use a variety of worksheets:    

The book report.   

Puzzles/word search/quiz.

Find the text extract/picture– explain what is happening/said.
Sequence an outline of the structure of the text/picture.
Story analysis (characters, setting, plot, etc.)

Change the end of the story

Write a letter from one character in the book to another character in the book.

Write a ‘’newspaper report’ after ‘an interview’ with a character from the text.

· Hold a ‘Reading Challenge’.  Agree that everyone will have read X number of books by a certain date.  Teams can make challenging questions for other teams.

· Students script and make a recording of some characters talking to each other.

· Allow groups to plan what they can do with the story.  Provide a list of suggestions but encourage them to invent their own ideas.

· Students make their own readers for each other.

2 The reading process
· The most important point:   Don’t treat it as testing, but as learning.  Support it.  (So think about follow-up tasks as a socio-emotional aspect)

· Tell the beginning of a story – but not the end.  

· Talk about the context/schema first.  Provide a ‘frame’ for the story. Describe the setting, and basic plot.  Ask them to say what they think will happen.

· Provide a word list (mother tongue/English) 

· Provide a context/setting (mother Tongue /English) 

· Look at the structure – the schema - of the  text/organisation, Speculate on what the text will say. 

· Encourage prediction and guessing based on an outline.

· Identify key discourse elements to locate e.g ‘7 criticisms of X mentioned in the text. 

· Photocopy any pictures in the text.  Talk about what the text might say.  

· If there a sequence of pictures in the text, photocopy them.  Mix them up.  Get the students to invent a story/text.  Then they read the original text.  

· Provide a Mother Tongue/English word list or in simple English as a ‘help sheet’.

· Provide a context/setting in Mother Tongue or in simple English as a ‘help sheet’.

· Work through the beginning of the book with the students, discuss and explain any problems.  

· Encourage the students to predict and guess.

· Encourage quiet reading aloud to aid comprehension.

· Encourage the students to ask questions if they have difficulty.

· Encourage the students to use each other.
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